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peace party, dismissed his pro-Entente Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Sazonov, and concentrated power in the hands of
the President of the Council, Sturmer, a friend of the
Empress and a creature of the " Man of God ", Rasputin.

The appointment at this juncture of a reactionary with
pro-German sympathies, who had always opposed the idea
of an alliance with the democratic governments of the West
for fear that it might serve as a channel through which
liberal theories might penetrate into Russia, had the most
profound effect both at home and abroad. To the civilians
and the army, the substitution of Sturmer for Sazonov
meant the elimination of one of the last moderate influences
among the Imperial advisers, and the determination of the
Tsar to persist in an administrative system which, through
incompetence and corruption, had deprived the civil popu-
lation and the troops of the necessaries of life.

The representatives of the Entente in Petrograd felt
the new appointment as a severe blow to the Allied interests.
" I can never hope to have confidential relations with a
man in whose word no reliance can be placed, and whose
only idea is to further his own ambitious ends ", wrote the
British Ambassador of Sturmer. " Though self-interest
compels him to continue the foreign policy of his pre-
decessor, he is, according to all accounts, a Germanophil
at heart." The French Ambassador, Maurice Paleologue,
was even more emphatic in warning his Government of the
new spirit in the Russian Foreign Office : " We must expect
that the secrets of our negotiations will not long be a secret
to certain persons who, by their pro-German leanings,
indirect relations with the German aristocracy or German
finance, and their hatred of liberalism and democracy,
have been completely won over to the idea of a reconcilia-
tion with Germany "-1

The Central Powers in turn hailed the appearance of

1 Sir George Buchanan, My Mission to Russia (London, 1923), ii. 18;
Paleologue, ii. 306.